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AESTHETICS MIXED WITH ESSENTIALS CREATES A CALIFORNIA QASIS
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'f'lm P imary dasianer of The Green Scene ini f:-urlngu |:':||'k._
{:allrnrnl:u. Cohen hit the mark with a N(:-I'I:hl'lﬂﬁl"'.
':.1.:||anl'r|1r|. project that started as a .:’-5[14:!' soyuare- oot hare
sol vard with a recently remesed ineproond posnl oserbook
ing a polf course, “The Family needid a backoyard that sswor ked
Foar |:-:|||:c~r1.'|lnlr|ﬂ._" RiTWS Cabien. -'l.lu".- wanied a ook thas was
clean andd ::nrurrn[lnrur',.'."

I;':r_lhr'q'ul.'. firsy szop for all of his desipn projeces is the GEHI
|'|'|.-':-: fuestinnnalre. r| W b gl dnke ihwedr haracls. r WA [0
ke s p:-||||l:-:-'." fet marys. '."'I.lll.-‘h-::dl.-' can design for the kand,
tune | wam Lok i cae 'u.-ll.'ll_'s. fun or dhiffarent aboul the people.
|'|1|. lonking for clses 1o their personal II"-.'r":I:.r

'f'lm e osvrers desired a coanmbianation of warer angl Fare,
soumne greenery, and clean lmes. '['1;.1-1,.- ke whent thiey aicln'i
want as well, including a '=.I|=_I||Ifln:a|1| amouen of rock or stone
waork or a crashing, wrogical waterfall. I||'I||'I|_'|I'k.|rlﬂ Fraxmm thewt lise

plus  examples From magazine rllppllu:p.. f:-::l-mn ancl  hils
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dkesipn peam ol na'.-'ln:l HI""l'rCH-'r aniel :":-1:"",' HHrnIlIII A kD wirk
skerching concepts.

The pEroject, startecl iy I'-.-1.w :ﬂfi‘::'ﬁ-. took sk moniths Loocom
Pl The resuli 4s an ethiereal tracy i ermaredd rones that mixes
||_|:l_‘h|!-.. warter, texturs, and fire to create a provocative oatdoor
living space thal s as wselul as 1 is visaal.

The focal podnt g the soft waterfall thar spills from the patka
cover ivtn the spa. Cobien siys the pecirculating water used
comes from il :q;m': et s

“When winid =40 b the spa, under ther waserfall, vou ger this
e INARSIEE ACT0SS Ynur 5hnu|-:|c~|",'.' {_:n::hr*n [ T

The wager from the spa spills over a rigld, conerere wall,
cast with corrugated dratnapge prodect thar bas a lip ke cor
rugtated cardhoard. fs the water rippkes dossn the wall ineo the
el b yielols a soothing |'|.'~t.-e:||w'-:_-:-..|'|'|r= pocd was comstrced
aof anise |:.|'| tyr off sprayel |'|::1=h"rr~|r=:| with a1 i coloruarse
plaster Findsh. |'I.I_ the opgaosite end of the p-c:-nl 15 a baja shalf



a shallew area where loumge chalrs can be placed im0 the ulii
miae location o hask and relas.

When ronsiructing the pool and spa, Coben docided 1o
macimize the vard by raksing the spa A Feet , which allosed him
to cut inee thee Bllside and pick up ancther B feet of vard
S[RCE. I abving thad, e wass able to crafi a sseimeug bar to tles
ledi oo the spa. With a J-inch beight from the patio, the space
serves as an Ideal codineet A[HHE.

Behind the spsa Is onge of twn fire troughes. Placed forward
from a venecred glass mosaic tile wall with foungadn, the 24
Inch-wide fire dances and reflecis across the water thal wemes
e the wall

The ceher fre Feaiure is situated afong the side of the pool and
s ves as the vista froon the Troom door of the hose., Coben spe
iFaceed M- Froac o pas Babeer lops that linds fogether Tor angdle farmes.

“lt's & really pretiy Feature, the way the fire rellects acrross
the water. he smvs,  don can't be inoa ey and look at fire,
Wi b, o fire dance, vou pust bens to Foel el

Cha practical note, Coben wes sure to position the lames back

froam the pocd 5o swimmers don @ run the rish ol getting burmed.
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The Green Scene’s designs are now avall-
able to the public at fetch-a-sketch.com,
a new Web site offering ready-to-use land-
scape design perspective éirawlnga, The

site currently has about 1,000 designs,

with more being added each week. Plan
prices are based on design complexity and
range from about $10 to $30. Homeowners
can print the designs for thelr contrac-
tors, who will select suitable plants for the
locality that mesh with the renderings.
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ractical ity 15 a necessiov i Goben's doslgns, bt b kneas
howee b sk 1 extraordiysary [he outdessr kitchen with an |,
shapzdd couneer serves s purpose with barbecse, side barner
Bt this

kitrhen also was destrnoed 1o fit the feel of the vard, wirh glass

smioker tray, rotisserie burner, and ample stocape

Mlocks amd & cowmter badlt wiath recwcled crushed glass, cos
it place with concrete and polished smooth. A splin-level
corsrructbon, the cooking side & a standared 36 inches whilp
ihe caseom side 15 a 4d-inch standard har counler, perfece
o servimg Food.

“We underlic the counter with hundreds of Fiber-opt i
calsles, so che lght comes up intoot e countertop at night .
The homeowner can froeze on oany color o set the
oo, Cohen sayvs,

The de signer mowes that lighting Is one of the mnst impor
tant spects of landscape design.

Ther correct placemen of fedures paints the landscaps
with th light e says. Yo can fgthbigh and change what you
sen, | he project can ks on s compleiahy differend e a0 ndghe

'
tham it dows during the dan

For this praject, Cahen lrest looked a0 safedy Tighiing, such
s stops and areas where guests could trip. Then he sdded the
acsthetie Nghtiog, mcheting the Aber optics in the owdoor
kitehen et fiber-opeic cables that aplight the water wall con
neceing pocd vo spa. Five Bher-optic lights on a color wheel sic
Muash at the bodtom of the pood. changing color from blue (o
arean o red 1o white.

The last step of the proces was mireducing gresnery, and
with waricous vienws from the honse doswn innee the yacd, it was
important o tha design team 1o use primaribe losw-grosdang
plangs 1o ser of T the pool and spa. Dward beender, equisedum
paprerus, and natnee grasses are dogted throughout the custom
ended alas s that croate th space s walkwanys, and Cosia
Rican butterfly vine, its paper Bower remingscent of origami
atbils A burst ol purple color

" well-deskaned vard doesn't mean tha 1F costs twice as
much as a stardard yard,” Cohen sayvs. Tt requires more plan
ming, more design talent ebied the scenes, and 1 % Bning fo
ke longer vo balld someching that s a liche meoae unicues.
| Bk tex push the emvelope with evorything | desian.” @
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